

















Acts of Love and Kindness

Following the Example of Jesus

By Kim Jung-Woong Bosco

are the two words that most

clearly express the life of Jesus.
The dictionary describes love as, “the
emotion that most clearly values a
person or a thing,” and kindness
as, “the attitude that treats others
most tenderly and dearly.” Love and
kindness are the most effective ways
by which I can live out my life as
a Columban lay missionary. I have
thought about how I have practiced
love and kindness here among the
people of Taiwan.

I do not think I have treated the
people of Taiwan like I have treated
my Columban community and family.
I consider the people I meet as people
I wish to evangelize. Because of that
I show them my best behavior. I do
my best to understand them and to
avoid hurting them. What is more
I do my utmost to bear the pain
and not to show the hurts they give
me. Rather than expressing these
unpleasant feelings I speak as if it were
to a personal companion and spiritual
guide. No matter how you describe it,
I am not being truly honest with these
people.

On the other hand how am
I loving and being kind to my
community? It looks like I am so
comfortable with being included in
the community that [ am not treating
it in an appropriate way.

As a result, I unintentionally offend
others. In a word, I am so disjointed
as to appear to be two people: like
a person who is very pleasant at the
office and when at home too proud
to notice anyone. Until I studied

In my opinion love and kindness
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psychology I did not understand

why [ revealed these two faces to the
world. I heard a professor once say the
ordinary person in society believes that
if they do not adapt to society they
will be weeded out. It follows that one
needs to accept society's demands. As
a consequence the person struggles

to adapt no matter how many the
difficulties. On the other hand because
the community does not change no
matter what I do, I continue to treat
the community lightly.

I have often considered how I have
treated the members of the community,
for instance the cook in our central
house. The cook is an employee of
the mission unit. How am [ treating
her? Do [ see her as I see a person to
evangelize or as a family member? It

is hard for me to say. One thing is
clear, I am not as close to her as a
family member should be, and I do
not behave towards her like I behave
towards the people I wish to evangelize.
Frankly, I treat her as an employee.

I wonder how much the world
would be changed if I behaved
towards others with greater kindness.
If the community treated those
outside and those inside in the
same way and not from emotion or
pleasantries, it would put into effect
real love and kindness. The missionary
would then be putting into practice
God’s love and kindness.

Originally from South Korea, Columban lay
missionary Kim Jung-Woong Bosco lives
and works in Taiwan.
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The Masterpiece of Nature

en Fr. Sean McDonagh, who taught
at the University of Mindanao in the
Philippines, joined one of his students

on a research project among the T boli tribe during
the summer of 1978, he could not have imagined
what a life-changing experience lay ahead of him.
His initial plan had simply been to swap for a few
months the hustle and bustle of Davao City for the
slow paced rhythm of the rainforest where these
indigenous people have lived for centuries.

A few years later, however, the local bishop
invited Fr. Sean, a Columban missionary, to set
up a mission station among the T boli people. By
then, they had captured his heart, and so for the
next fifteen years he ministered to their spiritual
and material needs.

During those years, Fr. Sean came to realize that
the rainforest was another
kind of classroom, and
while there was much
that he could teach the
indigenous people, there

was also a lot that he
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could learn from them. The T boli tribe had an
intimate knowledge of the plant, animal, bird,
aquatic, and insect life that was all around them.
They also had a deep appreciation of the bonds
that sustained the web of life and which connected
them to everything. Their customs and rituals, as
well as their music and dance, reflected their love
for their homeland.

Their customs and rituals, as well
as their music and dance, reflected
their love for their homeland.

However, as Fr. Sean became more at home
among the T boli people, he also came to realize
that their world was being threatened with
destruction. The first alarming signs were giant
logs that floated down the nearby river day after
day. International entrepreneurs, who had scouted
the world for hardwood, had seen in the rainforest
a cheap source of timber to exploit and export to
their home countries. Within a few years, the sides
of many of the mountains were stripped bare of
trees. Then, monsoon rains eroded the loose soil
and washed it downhill into the river. Later, the
fish died, and the water became unsafe for human
consumption. The wonderland of the T"boli people
was fast becoming a wasteland.

That was the moment of awakening for Fr.
Sean. Not only was he troubled by the suffering
that was being inflicted on the T’boli tribe whom
he loved, but also he was pained to see masterpieces
in nature, which had taken God hundreds of years
to carve and color, reduced to rubble within a few
years due to greed.

Since then, Fr. Sean has dedicated his life to
inviting others to view the beauty and goodness of
the natural world with the eyes and heart of God,
who created it, and who appointed humans as

stewards to care for it in His name for the welfare

of all.
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Transform the Lives
of Others...Enrich the
World...Give Hope

Columban Mission magazine is
published eight times each year and
tells the stories of our missionaries
and the people they are called to
serve. Columban missionaries live
in solidarity with their people and,
together, they move forward to
improve their social, economic and
spiritual lives, always with Our Savior
as their guide and their eyes on God's
Kingdom.

For a $10 donation or more, you
or a friend or loved one can share
in our baptismal call to mission and
the Columban Father’s mission work
around the world through Columban
Mission magazine.

To begin receiving your Columban
Mission magazine or to provide a gift
to a loved one, simply visit our website
at www.columban.org, call our toll-free
number 877-299-1920 or write to us at:

Columban Mission
Magazine Subscription
Missionary Society of

St. Columban

P.O.Box 10

St. Columbans, NE 68056
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“If I your Lord and Teacher
have washed your feet, you also

ought to wash one another’s

féet. 7 — JOHN 13:14

All of us are called to
Christian service. But some
are called to a lifetime of
service to the poor. If you feel
attracted to such a life, we are
waiting to hear from you.

We invite you to join this new generation by becoming

a Columban Father or Columban Sister.

Ifyou are interested in the missionary
priesthood, write or call...
Fr. Bill Morton
National Vocation Director
Columban Fathers
St. Columbans, NE 68056
877-299-1920
Email: vocations@columban.org
Website: www.columban.org

Ifyou are interested in becoming a
Columban Sister, write or call...
Sr. Carmen Maldonado
National Vocation Director
Columban Sisters
2546 Lake Road
Silver Creek, NY 14136
716-934-4515
Email: sscusvocations@yahoo.com
Websites: www.columbansisters.org
www.columbansistersusa.com
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