

















A New Society

By Nathalie Marytsch

ast January, the newly elected

Chilean president, a 35-year-old

former leader of the students
movement, announced who would
be accompanying him to govern the
country in the next four years. Swiftly
after that in social media appeared two
images comparing presidents and their
respective cabinets. The first image
dated back to 1990, featuring President
Patricio Aylwin and his ministers.
Aylwin was the first democratically
elected president after the horrific 16
years of dictatorship in the country.
The second picture captures Gabriel
Boric and his recently nominated
cabinet. Boric, who last December
defeated his opponent, right-wing
Kast, with the greatest majority ever
of 56 percent, is the youngest elected
president in Chilean history. He is also
among the young ones in the current
global picture like Macron, who at
the age of 39 became the youngest
president in the history of France.

Social media commentators

highlighted the stark differences
between the photographs alluding to
the predominant dress code, age and
gender. The cabinet of the 1990s with
president Alwin and his men in dark
suits contrasts with Gabriel Boric’s
cabinet with a more relaxed colorful
dress-code. It was emphasized that for
the first time in Chilean history there
is a majority-female cabinet. The newly
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elected cabinet features some of the
working women accompanied by their
children, while there is a complete
absence of females or any children

in Aylwin’s first cabinet in 1990.
Other remarks mentioned the age of
the ministers, with the new cabinet
including men and women in their 30s,
contrasting the picture of the 1990’s,
when most of the men would have
been in their 50s and above.

These comparative exercises made
me think and reflect on how decision
making can be affected when younger
generations are allowed to take over.

Pope Francis in The Joy of the
Gospel speaks about the young people
of today. He reminds us that, without
neglecting and side-lining the wisdom
and the experience of the elderly,
“young people call us to renewed and
expansive hope, for they represent new
directions for humanity and open us to
the future, lest we cling to a nostalgia
for structures and customs which are
no longer life-giving in today’s world.”
It is in this context that I'd like to see
and understand the new government of
Chile, a new cabinet which hopefully
will bring a definitive end to Pinochet’s
neoliberal legacy which has caused so
much poverty, division and exclusion to
so many in Chile for the past decades.

My hope is that this new generation
will serve all Chileans rather than
the few powerful elites and with that

in mind and the current reflections

on synodality in the church, it

makes me wonder about the little

or absent participation of young people
in the decision making in the church.

Working with young faith in
action volunteers here in Britain, I
have felt blessed and humbled by their
contributions to mission. Their faith,
energy, new ideas, new ways of doing
things — which at times are alien to me
— bring that renewed and expansive
hope that the Pope talks about. In
today’s world I feel there is a need to let
go of conventional ways and be open to
where the Spirit leads. We are invited to
trust in the younger generations, trust
that what’s been sown and nurtured
will ripen and bear fruit, trusting that
their ideas can also be good ideas. It is
important to be willing to accompany
them, walk with them and learn their
codes. Young people are bound to make
mistakes — like anyone — and it is at
that moment that it is crucial to offer
support rather than a default position of
blame and accusation.

May we, as missionaries, as people
of faith listen up and welcome the
spring of a new church and a new
society in which the energy of the
young finds welcome and is nurtured
and encouraged.

Columban lay missionary Nathalie Marytsch
lives and works in Britain.
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Invitation to Mission

y vocational road to missionary priesthood
l \ / I had many invitations, but one of the most
important invitations to mission occurred
near the end of my first year in the seminary. As a
freshman seminarian, the desire to be a missionary
priest was there but doubts still remained if this was
truly what I wanted to do. As the year was coming to
an end, I had to contemplate on what I was going to
do in the summer. Our summers were free, and we
were encouraged to take temporary jobs and/or get
involved in a ministry of some type. I had heard of some
seminarians doing a mission exposure on the Pine Ridge
Native American reservation in South Dakota. I was
curious about this and decided to approach the persons
organizing the experience. What we agreed to was a five-
week immersion experience.

During the immersion experience we participated in
Sun Dances, cultural festivities, painted houses, visited
with families, etc. I spent time with the Jesuits and
listened to their missionary history. I spent time with
Lakota people who were Christian but still identified
with their Native American roots. I spent time with
Lakota people who spoke about their painful history
with Christianity. I was told of a small town who had to
have two Catholic churches, one for Anglos, the other
for Native Americans. They
couldn’t mix. It was an eye
opener for me.

The experience had a
powerful impact on my
missionary vocation. It made
me look at the world with new
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eyes. When I returned to studies after the summer, I

was sharing my experience with a faith-sharing group

in Chicago. After, a young university student asked me
how the experience changed me. I told her that as a
child I was a fan of the old western movies, especially

of John Wayne. After the experience, I couldn’t watch
any such movies knowing the reality. The young woman
looked at me with awe but painfully said, “That is why I
could never do such an experience! I would love to, but
I feel it would ask a conversion of me that I can’t make! I
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would rather be ignorant than know!” I was shocked by
her answer but admired her honesty. Than I realized the
reality of invitation to mission. As Jesus said, “For many
are called, but few are chosen.” (Matthew 22: 14)

I don’t know what happened to the young woman
after, I never saw her again. I know she was a good
person and wished no harm on anyone. Yet, I realized

Obviously, my journey was filled with not
accepting the invitations until | was ready.
A seed can be planted to bloom later. It is
not for all, but we are all invited.

that she was at a moment in her life where she couldn’
make that leap to mission. However, I do hope the
seeds were planted for the future when she was ready

to do so. In my personal journey, I had received many
invitations to mission prior to my commitment to bea
missionary priest. Obviously, my journey was filled with
not accepting the invitations until I was ready. A seed
can be planted to bloom later. It is not for all, but we are
all invited.
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“The Messiah would suffer and rise
from the dead on the third day and
that repentance, for the forgiveness
of sins, would be preached in
bis name to all the nations,

beginning from Jerusalem.”
— St. Luke 24:46-47

And indeed the process continues to this
very day. Are you up for the challenge of
being part of it?

We invite you to join this new generation by becoming

a Columban Father or Columban Sister.

If you are interested in the missionary
priesthood, write or call...
Fr. Bill Morton
National Vocation Director
Columban Fathers
St. Columbans, NE 68056
877/299-1920
Email: vocations@columban.org
Website: www.columban.org

If you are interested in becoming a
Columban Sister, write or call...
Sr. Carmen Maldonado
National Vocation Director
Columban Sisters
2546 Lake Rd.

Silver Creek, NY 14136
716/934-4515
Email: sscusvocations@yahoo.com
Websites: www.columbansisters.org

www.columbansistersusa.com
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