








sung, launched a surprise invasion of his
southern neighbor. South Korean forces
were quickly overwhelmed, and soon
the North Korean army was bearing
down on Samcheok. Much of the local
population was prepared to flee. Fr. Jim
was urged to join the exodus, but he
steadfastly refused, declaring it his duty
to stay and accompany those of his flock
who were unable to escape.

After the war was over, the parish
of Samcheok commissioned an
ofhcial testimony of what happened
next based on eyewitness accounts.
It affirms that Fr. Jim, “divided the
parish money among the believers,
telling them to use it when necessary.
On July 1, the communist army
took over Samcheok. On July 2, Fr.
Jim was arrested, having celebrated
Sunday Mass. The communists came
unexpectedly, and he asked them to
wait while he went into the church
to pray in front of the altar. As the
soldiers pushed him out of the church
with their rifle butts, he told them,

“I'm not going to flee. If I'd wanted to
flee, I would have done so before this,
so take me as [ am.” Saying that, he
walked out of the church with dignity.
He was detained at the local police
station. Some hours later, John Kim
Su-song, a teacher at Samcheok High
School, was also arrested and detained.

Fr. Jim and John Kim spent two
nights together, often the targets of
verbal and physical abuse on the part
of the authorities. The remainder of
the account comes from John Kim’s
testimony. “On the night of July 4, Fr.
Jim was taken away by the communists.
Anticipating his death, he blessed John
Kim, who was in the next cell, saying
to him, ‘Let us meet in heaven, John;
never deny the Faith} and walked out.
That night Fr. Jim was shot, martyred at
the side of a little stream.” The villagers
secretly marked his resting place.

By October, the tides of war
had changed. Douglas MacArthur’s
audacious amphibious landing at
Incheon sent the North Korean army
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scrambling back across the 38th
parallel. Samcheok was liberated,

and in October 1951, Fr. Jim’s body
was exhumed and buried in a place

of honour beside Chuncheon City
Cathedral. However, the parishioners
of Samcheok held dear the memory of
their murdered parish priest and, down
the years, continued to celebrate his
life and sacrifice.

In March 2023, seven decades after
the end of the Korean War, the parish
invited Columban representatives from
all over the world, led by our Superior
General, Fr. Tim Mulroy, to attend one
of its regular memorial services for Fr.
Jim and to visit the site of his original
makeshift grave. It was a moving
occasion for all concerned, bringing
home, once again, confirmation of how
evil people can kill the body but the
spirit of the martyr—Dbe it Jesus or Fr.
Jim Maginn—Tlives on forever.

Columban Fr. John Boles lives and works in
Britain.
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Help Spread the Light of Christ

with a Gift that Costs Nothing During Your Lifetime

You can show your personal compassion and set an example for others by remembering
the Missionary Society of St. Columban in your will, trust or other planned gift. No gift
has a more lasting impact.

Recently, a huge influx of thousands of Venezuelan immigrants have entered Chile. Columban parishes
have always welcomed the immigrants and tried to provide some material help (school supplies, warm
clothing, blankets, and more) for them. We hope to continue providing relief for those who come to this
“land of dreams.” However, we know that the most important gift we have to share with them is our faith
in the Risen Lord.

A planned gift helps the Missionary Society of St. Columban continue God'’s mission in the poorest areas of the
world. And, financially and prayerfully supporting the Missionary Society of St. Columban is an excellent way to
participate in the missionary activity of the Church.

With thoughtful planning, you can choose which ways to support work best for you and your loved ones and
make sure your gifts are made in a way that will maximize their total value while minimizing their after tax-cost.
There are many planned giving options, including some you may not have considered before. Planned gifts
provide a major impact in our missions, and we offer the following suggestions to aid selection of the best giving
option for your stage of life.

* Donor Advised Fund Gifts

¢ Direct Gifts of Cash and/or Securities
e Charitable Remainder Unitrust Gifts
* Charitable Bequest Gifts

* Gifts of Life Insurance Policies

The U.S. Treasury Department and Internal Revenue Regulations encourage charitable giving by allowing
generous tax savings for individuals who make gifts in accordance with approved giving programs. A planned
gift also offers you many potential advantages: the opportunity to increase spendable income, the elimination or
reduction of capital gain taxes and possibly federal and state estate tax savings.

For more information, please contact us at donorrelations@columban.org, call us toll-free at (877) 299-1920, or visit
www.columban.org. The Missionary Society of St. Columban treasures your support and is committed to the
stewardship of your gifts.



A Path of Hope and Healing

By Fr. Alvaro Martinez

oday, we give thanks to God as

we take an important step in

our pastoral and humanitarian
mission by starting the Mental Health
Program. This initiative comes from
our deep commitment to the dignity,
life, and hope of migrants. In a world
shaped by forced displacement,
inequality, and vulnerability, this
program is a real sign of care, support,
and love for others.

The city of Judrez, Mexico, has
welcomed thousands of migrants
searching for a safe place to rebuild
their lives. At the Columbano Ministry
of the Border, we support them by
meeting basic and spiritual needs.
Through our work, we have seen that
mental health is essential for people of

The Border team
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all ages to join a new community and
look to the future with hope.

We are very grateful for
our year-long partnership with
the Humanitarian Health Initiative
for the Border (ISHF). This group
of health professionals, guided by
compassion and a commitment to
social justice and human rights, has
helped us support migrants” physical
and mental health.

Migrants bring with them stories
shaped by pain, loss, uprooting,
uncertainty, and often violence from
their home countries or during their
journey. These experiences leave unseen
marks that affect their emotions, self-
worth, and hopes for the future. As a
faith community, we know that healing

the heart and mind is just as important
as caring for the body. Jesus showed
compassion to those who suffered,
looked at them with kindness, listened
without judging, and gave them back
their dignity and hope.

We are happy to welcome the
professionals joining our Columbano
team. Each brings valuable experience
from different organizations and
a caring, professional approach to
working with people on the move.
They will focus on group support, as
well as educational and community
activities that build relationships,
improve daily life, and encourage
resilience, mutual help, and a sense of
belonging.

We have also set up a clear plan
for individual psychological care.
Each professional can work with up
to five people in ongoing therapy
sessions, usually lasting eight to twelve
sessions, with the option to extend if
needed. This support aims to provide
emotional help, tools to handle
trauma, and a path toward healing.

This program is a seed of hope
planted in a time of pain and
uncertainty. We believe that with
professional help, solidarity, and our
faith, we can support deep healing
and change. We always remember
that every migrant is sacred, carries
God’s image, and deserves to live with
dignity, peace, and hope at every step
of their journey.

Columban Fr. Alvaro Martinez lives and
works in El Paso, Texas.
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Helping the Displaced

Columban Missionaries Lend a Hand

By Fr. Kurt Zion Pala

Columban Mission Office team
leads the Myanmar Mission Unit
in facilitating activities and programs

In Myanmar, formerly Burma, the

that respond to the Columban mission
priorities on biodivcrsity conservation
and accompany refugees.

Besides the celebration of the
Laudato Si week, the Columban
missionaries also visited internally
displaced peoples’ (IDP) camps now
increasing and growing in number.

The ongoing conflict has displaced
more and more people from areas
previously left untouched by the war.
“Entire villages have been burned one
house after another,” one displaced
mother shared. She added that many
of them have been moving from one
camp to another. Another young
mother shared that there is no chance
to return to their villages or their farms
because of the presence of Burmese
soldiers.

I tagged along with Fr. La Lung,
the Diocesan Youth Director and also
a member of the Diocesan Emergency
Response Team (DERT), as he visited
Namti and Mogaung. We first arrived
at Namti Parish, which hosts families
displaced from Lawa and its nearby
villages. Since March 2025, they had
left their villages and moved to Namti
town, where the parish temporarily
sheltered them. In June, the township
allowed the displaced families to rent
government land where they are now
building a more “permanent” shelter
from bamboo and tarpaulin sheets.
When the wind blows, and it rains, it
can be cold and wet.

Fr. La Lung asked the camp head
to share what their urgent needs were.
The camp head mentioned that a total
0f 400 families are expected to stay in
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the camp. There are currently about
300 already settled, and 100 more are
still coming. But they only have eleven
toilet facilities, and the water supply is
not enough. They fear that an outbreak
of sanitation-related diseases will
happen.

We slept overnight at Namti Parish,
hosted by Fr. Tu Hkawng, the local
parish priest. The next day, we visited
St. Peter’s Parish in Mogaung, which
hosted more displaced families from
Kamaing and other nearby villages.
One catechist mentioned that their
food supplies are depleting. And
there are more families trapped in the
forests, afraid to leave and be displaced
from one place to another.

Last month, Michael, Cataand I
also visited Nawng Chin Parish and
spoke with the parish leaders. The
parish was only created last year, but
now it is hosting ten camps spread
all over its area. When the conflict
escalated in a nearby parish, families
moved to Nawng Chin Parish. The
most recent survey listed 1,707
individuals spread over ten camps.
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Five camps are close to the church
compound, while another five more
camps are spread over the parish.
New shelters are being built in two
camps, but the other camps also need
repair of their shelters. Most camps
face difficulties in responding to basic
needs like food, shelter, water and
electric power supply.

The number of families and
individuals displaced by the ongoing
conflict continues to increase. But
the reduction in international
humanitarian assistance to displaced
peoples in Myanmar has greatly
affected the response to their growing
needs. We continue to pray but also
seek resources to help respond to
their urgent needs. We thank you for
continuing to support our efforts to
respond to the needs of the families
and individuals here in Myanmar,
particularly the urgent needs of the
internally displaced families and
individuals.

Columban Fr. Kurt Zion Pala lives and works
in Myanmar (formerly Burma).
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Living with Less in God’s Kingdom

“It ain’t like it used to be.” How often have we heard
that one? And it’s usually true. I joined the Columbans
in 1976, wanting to go overseas to some poorer country
and try to make a difference. Then I found myself
in Korea at a time when it was rapidly expanding its
economy. It was impossible to turn around and not see
some new high-rise apartment buildings, additions to
the subway system, road expansion, etc. When I was in
Wonju in 1979 as a seminarian, the church was so cold
in January that the water the priest used to wash his
fingers at Mass had ice on it. The church was heated with
two stoves burning sawdust from a local mill. Something
to write home about! But now “it sure ain’t like it used
to be””

We often equate missionaries and poverty. There
are still millions and millions of poor people living in
the world, that’s for sure. And our missionaries still
serve them. But the world is changing. Many needs are
changing, too. All countries have their poor people, even
the U.S. But poverty is seen in different ways in different
places. And there are the “poor” and the “poor-in-spirit.”
Not all poor are poor in spirit, and not all poor-in-spirit
are poor. But there is a connection.

I want to be poor-in-spirit, so the Kingdom of God
will be mine as Jesus promises. This kind of poverty
is a simplicity, a humility, a willingness to recognize
that I have enough and don’t
really need or want any more.
When we lived in our mud
house in Korea, one of the last
remaining in that village, we
thought we were living simply.
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By Fr. Al Utzig

But neighbors who made their living from their tiny
farms often told us that we weren'’t really poor because
we could always get money from the Columbans if we
needed something. They were right. There has to be
some challenge and some hardship and uncertainty to
be poor-in-spirit.

In El Paso, Texas, we have a Mission Center where
people have been invited to come and spend time
experiencing the border between Mexico and the U.S
as it actually is. Mostly young people use it. These days,
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because of the extremely tight controls over the flow

of people coming in, there are not many immigrants
around needing help on this side. We also have a parish
and a whole system set up in Juarez, Mexico, to work
with people who have come north hoping for entry into
the US. but are piling up on that side of the fence. It

is busy, difficult work. Uncomfortable. They are poor.
Our house in El Paso is an old house, very chilly in
winter and hot in summer. It is unpleasant to live there
for a lot of the year. So, the question comes to us, “How
comfortable should we make it?” Is it better for the
young people who come for an experience of the border
to experience some physical discomfort? Maybe catch a
cold in winter, or have a hard time sleeping in summer,
or not getting a shower every day? The thousands hoping
to come across the border have almost nothing and are
very uncomfortable. Should our discomfort just be an
occasional nod to being “in solidarity” with them? Or
should it be ongoing poverty of spirit?

This kind of thing seems very mundane, but it is a real
challenge for you and for us as missionaries, too, if you
are trying to follow Jesus sincerely. We Americans are
good at challenges to go higher, faster, get richer, more
educated, etc. But we are a little weak at going slower,
lower, with less money, more simply. Which challenge
will we focus on? God bless us all.
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CoLumBAN FATHERS
1902 N. CALHOUN ST.
St. CoLumsans, NE 68056-2000 FATHERS

Transform the Lives
of Others...Enrich the
World...Give Hope

Columban Mission magazine is published
eight times each year and tells the stories
of our missionaries and the people they
are called to serve. Columban missionaries
live in solidarity with their people and,
together, they move forward to improve
their social, economic and spiritual lives,
always with Our Savior as their guide and
their eyes on God’s Kingdom.

Fora $15 donation or more, you ora friend
or loved one can share in our baptismal
call to mission and the Columban Fathers’
mission work around the world through
Columban Mission magazine.

To begin receiving your Columban
Mission magazine or to provide a gift
to a loved one, simply visit our website at
www.columban.org, call our toll-free
number 877/299-1920 or write to us at:

Missionary Society
of St. Columban
1902 N. Calhoun St.
St. Columbans, NE
68056-2000
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“I once heard the voice of the Lord
saying, “Whom shall I send and
who will go for us?” Then I said,

“Here I am, send me!”
— IsA1AH 6:8

Answer the Call: Become a Missionary Priest

Do you feel called to serve, to spread the Gospel and to bring the light of Christ to the ends
of the earth? The missionary priesthood offers a life dedicated to service, faith, and love. It
is a vocation that crosses borders, cultures, and languages, offering a unique opportunity to
make a profound impact on the lives of others. If you feel the stirrings of God’s call in your
heart, we invite you to explore the missionary priesthood.

Fr. Arturo Aguilar
National Vocation Director
Columban Fathers | St. Columbans, NE 68056
Toll-free: 877/299-1920 | Email: vocations@columban.org
Website: www.columban.org

Japan + Korea + Peru + Hong Kong + Philippines + Pakistan + Chile + Fiji + Taiwan + North America




